CHAPTBE XIII
DIET   OF   AUGSBURG----THE WARRIOR POPE JULIUS H
1510—1511
Diet of Augsburg refuses supplies for the war in Italy—Maximilian tries to raise an army—Pope Julius II makes peace with Venice and attacks Ferrara—Siege of Mirandola—Maximilian befriends the sons of Lodovico Sforza of Milan—His correspondence with his daughter Marguerite—She cannot obtain money for him from the Netherlands—Her wise advice.
SEEN from the national point of view, the members of the Diet of Augsburg had made a great mistake when in January 1510, they had refused the earnest and repeated demands of their sovereign for adequate help in the campaign of Italy. By so doing they lost for Germany the opportunity of taking a predominant place in European politics, and left the Pope and Italy entirely in the hands of France. Maximilian, on the other hand, was passionately desirous of maintaining the greatness of the Empire and rousing the patriotism of his people.
It is true that the Diet at last grudgingly voted the expenses of 1,800 horsemen and 6,000 foot-soldiers for six months, but the manner of raising them was so slow and inefficient that the troops never took the field. Moreover Maximilian could do nothing of importance with soldiers levied for so short a period,
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